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ment of vision followed inhalation of amyl nitrite after other treatment 
had failed to produce any marked effect. 

A man, aged sixty-three years, a user of tobacco constantly for many years, 
and a very moderate drinker of whiskey, otherwise in good health, came 
with vision reduced to 15/lxx in the right eye, and the field of vision concen¬ 
trically contracted and the optic disk slightly hazy and swollen. He ceased 
the use of tobacco and whiskey; and was treated with potassium iodide to 
the limit of 60 grains a day, and strychnine to one-tenth of a grain three 
times a day. Vision continued slowly to diminish, and at the end of eleven 
weeks was barely 15/cc. 

Nitrite of amyl was then tried. The inhalation of a few drops placed on 
absorbent cotton produced flushing of the face, enlargement of the vessels 
on the optic disk, and a marked improvement in vision, a little of which 
remained two days later, when the inhalation was repeated. The inhalations 
were continued daily until the heart-symptoms became so disagreeable that 
it was thought best to discontinue them. Vision then remained permanently 
at 15/xxx. The concentric narrowing of the field remained without material 
change. The involvement of one eye and the absence of central scotoma 
seemed to indicate that the trouble was not due to tobacco or alcohol.— 
Ophthalmic Record, May, 1897. 

Removal of the Crystalline Lens in High Myopia. —Von Hippel (Halle) 
reports the removal of the lens for high myopia in 114 eyes during the past 
four years, a majority of the cases remaining under observation. 

He recognizes two forms of myopia: The one, due to abnormal growth of 
the eyeball through muscular compression during the period of development, 
leads to but low or medium degrees of short sight, usually becomes stationary 
when bodily development is complete, and is rarely accompanied by path¬ 
ological changes in the interior of the eye. The other is congenital, or begins 
early, progresses continuously, soon reaches a high degree, and leads to dis¬ 
ease of the choroid, retina, vitreous, and to bulging of the globe as a whole. 
The former variety may be kept within bounds by hygienic measures, and 
the resulting impairment of vision can be corrected by lenses. In the latter 
we have to do with a serious disease of the eye; correcting lenses cannot be 
worn on account of their diminishing and distorting (prismatic) effects. 
Removal of the crystalline lens is the only resource for this class. 

Discission, with subsequent evacuation of the lens masses, is the method 
best adapted for this purpose. Glaucomatous symptoms occurred in but four 
of Von Hippel’s cases. The time required for the lens to become opaque 
after disciBsion varied considerably in different persons, and even in the two 
eyes of the same individual, but was entirely independent of the age. Three 
days and twenty days were the limits between discission and extraction. The 
latter was usually practised from the fourth to the eighth day. Both eyes 
were operated upon, as a rule. Iridectomy was done several times. In most 
of the cases the degree of myopia lay between fourteen and twenty-five diop¬ 
tres. Choroidal disease did not prove a counter-indication. Forty-six cases 
showed pronounced changes of this nature. Capsulotomy was done in almost 
every case as the final act. 

Like other operators. Von Hippel also noted great improvement in the 
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visual acuity, generally after the lapse of many months. The reporter be¬ 
lieves that the further progress of myopia is permanently arrested, hut that 
the operation does not afford positive security against further involvement 
of the choroid, nor subsequent detachment of the retina, although the latter 
■is not to be ascribed directly to the operation, but is dependent on the nature 
of the malady. 

Of the 114 eyes, astigmatism is noted before the operation in but two (of 
the same individual). After operation its presence is recorded in thirty-five 
instances .—Deutsche mediein. Wochenschr., No. 25, 1897. 


Retinal Hemorrhage after Middle Age, and its Bearing on the Dura¬ 
tion of Life. Hasket Derby (Boston) finds this symptom is one of great 
importance, and the prognosis serious. The detection of the disease is easy 
for one who has a moderate acquaintance with the examination of the interior 
of the eye. The eases themselves are far from infrequent; and the warning 
given by their occurrence may be practically utilized for the regulation of 
important business interests. Life itself may often be prolonged by absti¬ 
nence from exhausting labor, by appropriate relaxation, and by following a 
suitable regimen. 

Of about ninety cases of the kind he had seen, Derby succeeded in tracing 
the subsequent course of events in thirty-one persons between the ages of 
forty-three and eighty-three. Twenty-five of these died after brief illnesses, 
some, indeed, with the utmost suddenness. Eleven of this number died of 
heart disease, fourteen of apoplexy. Five were at last accounts living, their 
average age when first seen being fifty-four, and their cases followed up on an 
average of thirteen years. One patient, a man of eighty-three, died of an 
affection of the bladder six years after he came for retinal hemorrhage.—Eqpcr 
read before the Massachusetts Medical Society, 1897. 


Treatment of Sympathetic Ophthalmia by the Extract of the Ciliary 
Body of the Ox. Louis Don (Lyons) has been led by theoretic considera¬ 
tions, including the idea that sympathetic inflammation of the eye results 
from an altered composition of the intraocular fluids, to try the effect of the 
instillation into the conjunctival sac of an organic extract prepared by 
macerating the ciliary body of the eye of the ox. He reports the case of a 
man who was attacked with sympathetic ophthalmia one year before, and 
in whom removal of the exciting eye, and subsequent active treatment, includ¬ 
ing mercurial inunctions and injections, and iridectomy, had failed to pre¬ 
vent blindness, with pain and hyperemia of the eyeball. The regular instil¬ 
lation of the extract of the ciliary body was followed by great improvement 
in all his symptoms, his improved vision allowing him once more to find his 
way alone. 

In another case of less severe sympathetic disease the improvement under 
the same treatment was equally noticeable.— Gaz. Hebdomad., Ann. 44, No. 50. 



